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Dominions expected to be consulted by the British Government about any policy which might involve them or the Commonwealth in war. In the famous Balfour memorandum of the year 1926 adopted in the preamble of the Statute of Westminster, which gave legal form to these developments, it is laid down that the " Dominions are autonomous Committees within the British Empire, equal in status, in no way subordinate to one another in their domestic or external affairs though united by a common allegiance to the Crown, and freely associated as members of the British Commonwealth of Nations." It remains for time and usage to decide how the principle of independent autonomy " in domestic or external affairs " is to be reconciled with an association and an allegiance to the Crown which seem to imply common guidance and policy; or what meaning is to be given to the expression " Crown," and by what Minister or Government the Crown is to be advised in affairs on which the Dominions may be divided. In these as in many other questions raised by British law and practice, the solution can only come by the exercise of good sense and mutual forbearance and constant consultation between the autonomous units.
The Death of Mr. Bonar Law and Succession of Mr. Baldwin
Towards the end of May, 1923, Mr. Bonar Law, who for some months had been seriously ill, resigned, and five months kter he died. He had been Prime Minister for less than seven months, and found little of the " tranquillity and stability " which had been his watchwords in appealing to the country in the previous November. He will be remembered chiefly as a highly accomplished parliamentarian who was greatly trusted by the Conservative party which he had led in an aggressive spirit before the war, and extricated with success from a Coalition which was fatal to the Liberal party. He did XQ&dk difficult service during the war, and if circumstances prevented Ms name from being associated with any important legislation, he mfl hold a prominent place in the party and parliamentary history of these years. The succession was for some time in doubt, and the general
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